2013-2014 Course Syllabus

Japanese IB-SL
Instructor: Dr. Callaway





Email: callawaya@fultonschools.org

Office: Room 406





Office Hour: T. & Th. 8:00-8:30 am
Required Materials: 
Adventures in Japanese 3 (replacement costs: $64.95)

sharpened pencils, eraser, black or blue pens, highlighter, notebook or binder with notebook paper




Students are responsible for protecting textbooks from loss, theft, and damage once a book has been issued to them (See Student Handbook p. 16).
Course Description
This course is a college preparatory class and focuses on the continued development of communicative competence in Japanese and understanding of Japanese culture.  The higher expectations for this IB class include a more intensive and extensive study of the language and culture.  Students will use advanced language structures with accuracy and recombine learned materials to express their thoughts, interact with Japanese speakers, and make oral and written presentations in Japanese.  They will be exposed to more complex features of the language, moving from concrete to some abstract concepts.  They will also develop cultural awareness, appreciation, and global connections by comparing and contrasting the Japanese language and culture with their own.  
Course Content (Adventures in Japanese 3) 
Students are encouraged to spend extra time for learning the Japanese writing system because of its complex nature – using the mixture of Hiragana, Katakana, and Kanji.  Students will be able to fluently read and write more complex phrases and sentences in Hiragana and Katakana letters and more Kanji characters.  By the end of Adventures in Japanese 3, students will be able to read and write 219 Kanji and communicate in Japanese within a variety of contexts.  The following are the units, essential questions, skills, and topics.
Unit 1
Honorific Language



Unit 6
Tea Ceremony

Unit 2 
Life of a First Generation Immigrant

Unit 7
Poem: Do Not Be Defeated by Rain
Unit 3 
A Japanese Internment Camp Experience

Unit 8
Traveling in Japan


Unit 4 
The Hiroshima Atomic Bomb


Unit 9
Global Citizen
Unit 5 
Review





Unit 10
Review

More Readings





Course Requirements

Class Work and Participation

Students are expected to participate actively in class since the access to Japanese is limited outside of the classroom.  Participation and performance in Japanese are also graded.  Students must complete all assignments to receive credit for them.  Incomplete work or work without name will not be graded. 

Homework

Students are expected to preview the content of the next class and prepare questions as well as review the content of each lesson.  Students must turn in weekly homework and other assignments on time.

Attendance and Make-up Work

Daily attendance is mandatory.  Students who have a legitimate reason for an absence or a tardy should make up missed work.  Make-up work not submitted by an agreed upon deadline will received a zero (See Student Handbook pp. 9, 15).  Students who are not in class when the bell stops ringing will be required to report to the attendance window (See Student Handbook p. 10).  Being out of the classroom for more than 10 minutes with or without a hall pass is considered a class cut (See Student Handbook p. 14).

Recovery

Fulton County’s recovery policy is designed so that students who have regular attendance and have completed all assignments but are still unsuccessful in a course can have a chance to demonstrate mastery. Students can request recovery only if they meet the preceding criteria. Recovery does not mean that a student can skip a test or fail to turn in a major assignment and receive recovery as an alternative. The type of recovery assignments available to students is a matter of teacher discretion as long as it directly relates to the course objectives. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

Late Work

All assignments should be completed before coming to class.  If an assignment is submitted late, ten percent will be deducted for each day.  No work will be accepted the last week of the semester unless a student is absent during that week. With a parental note of explanation, a special 48-hour extension may be available for homework (not for tests) missed due to important family or personal events.
Evaluation Components and Grading Scale
Class Work/Participation 





10%

Tests







20%



Quizzes







15%




Performance Based Assessments (speaking and writing)

30%

Final Exam






15%



Homework






10%
A=90-100
B=80-89

C=70-79

F=0-69
Academic Integrity

Students are expected to observe Riverwood International Charter School’s Academic Integrity Policy (See the school website). Students who engage in plagiarism or cheating will have a serious consequence. When you quote, paraphrase, or borrow another person’s idea, you must clearly acknowledge the source. 
Quality of Student Work
All assignments must show craftsmanship.  All students are encouraged to add Japanese language on their home computers (On Windows, go to Control Panel and Change Keyboards).  Make sure to include your name, the date for your assignment submission, and the course level in all your assignments.
Parental Involvement
Parental involvement is imperative for a student’s success.  Here are some suggestions parents can do at home.
· Encourage your child to share what he/she has learned each day.
· Provide learning experiences in the community by attending Japanese events and visiting Japan-related places.
· Visit Japanese friends or Japanese speakers to use the language skills acquired in class.
· Encourage your child to read Japanese literature and current news about Japanese politics and economy.
· Use online resources for learning Japanese language and culture.

· Learn Japanese from your child.
----------------------------------------------------------((((((----------------------------------------------------------

To Dr. Callaway,

I read this course syllabus and understood the expectations for Japanese IB-SL.

Student Name __________________________________



Student Signature ____________________________________ 
Date _________________

Student Email Address ________________________

Parent/Guardian Name ___________________________


Parent/Guardian Signature _____________________________
Date __________________

Parent/Guardian Email Address ________________________
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